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AA  BBoooott  ttoo  tthhee  HH eeaadd  
  

BBeehhoolldd,,  tthhee  ssuunn,,  tthhee  mmoooonn,,    
aanndd  eelleevveenn  ssttaarrss  wweerree  bboowwiinngg  ddoowwnn  ttoo  mmee..    

((GGeenn  3377::99))  
  
  

  
  

Ophiuchus Giving άA Boot to the Headέ of the Scorpio-Eagle 
 

  
  1  Now Then Jacob called his sons and said, "Gather yourselves to-

gether, that I may tell you what shall happen to you in days to 
come. 

 2  "Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel your father. 
 3  "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the firstfruits of my 

strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.  
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 4  Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence, because you 
went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it -- he went up to my 
couch!1 

 5  "Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their 
swords. 

 6   Let my soul come not into their council; O my glory, be not joined 
to their company. For in their anger they killed men, and in their 
willfulness they hamstrung oxen.2 

 7  Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel! 
I will di vide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel.  

 8  "Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the 
neck of your enemies; your father's sons shall bow down before 
you. 

 9  Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He 
stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares 
rouse him? 

 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from 
between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be 
the obedience of the peoples. 

 11 Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, 
he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of 
grapes. 

 12  His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.  
 13  "Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of t he sea; he shall become a 

haven for ships, and his border shall be at Sidon. 
 14  "Issachar is a strong donkey, crouching between the sheepfolds. 

                                                           
1 ĀWater shall flow from his bucketsāĒóNum 24:7ôöĒOÉÌĉĒĀappears more expressly as an allusion to the standard 
of Reuben, the "man with the river," Aquarius pouring water from his pitcher; and if one be a reference to a 
standard, the others may also well beöā MªªĒ ĀOÉªĒ ?ĨĉĔªĆÌáğĉĒ )ÌlÓª}āĒ @áĥĒ ĜĮèĖ}Ē
http://themysteriousbible.blogspot.com/2013/11/the-12-tribes-of-israel-and-zodiac.html, last accessed 5-11-
2015. 
2 OÉªĒO^ĆÁğ×Ēá¸ĒĔÉÌĉĒĥªĆĉªĒĆª^¡ĉ}ĒĀIn their counsels my soul found no pleasure; and in their gathering 
together at the city of Shekem to destroy it, they were not favourable to my honour; for in their anger they 
slew kings with princes, and in their wilfulness they sold Joseph their brother, who is compared to the oxāĒ
(Gen 49:6 Jerusalem Targum). On Joseph and the ox see also next note. 

http://themysteriousbible.blogspot.com/2013/11/the-12-tribes-of-israel-and-zodiac.html
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 15  He saw that a resting place was good, and that the land was plea s-
ant, so he bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant at 
forced labor. 

 16  "Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel.  
 17  Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites 

the horse's heels so that his rider falls backward. 
 18  I wait for your salvation, O L ORD. 
 19  "Raiders shall raid Gad, but he shall raid at their heels.  
 20  "Asher's food shall be rich, and he shall yield royal delicacies. 
 21  "Naphtali is a doe let loose that bears beautiful fawns. 
 22  "Joseph is a fruitful bough , a fruitful bough by a spring; his branch-

es run over the wall.  
 23 The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him, and harassed him 

severely, 
 24  yet his bow remained unmoved; his arms were made agile by the 

hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the 
Stone of I srael), 

 25  by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who 
will bless you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep 
that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb.  

 26  The blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my 
parents, up to the bou nties of the everlasting hills. May they be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the brow of him who was set apart 
from his brot hers.3 

 27  "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the prey 
and at evening dividing the spoil."  

 28  All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father 
said to them as he blessed them, blessing each with the blessing 
suitable to him.  

 

Genesis 49:1-28 
  

                                                           
3 ĀAnd of Joseph he said ... A firstborn bull--  he has majesty, and his horns are the horns of a wild ox; with 
them he shall gore the peoples, all of them, to the ends of the earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thousands of Manasseh" (Deut 33:13, 17). 
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A Boot to the Head

 

                                                           
4 3Ć^ÜĔÌvĉ}ĒĀ=^ĉĔĒWÌÓÓĒ!Ü¡ĒOª×ñªĆ^×ªÜĔ}āĒCBS Records (1984).  
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5 ;öĒ5öĒ*É^ĆÓªĉĦáĆĔÉ}ĒĀOªĉĔ^×ªÜĔĉ|Ē6ÜĔĆá¡ğvĔÌáÜ}āĒÌÜĒThe Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 1 (New York;  
London: Yale University Press, 1983), 773. 
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6 Reuben (4), Simeon and Levi (5-7) each get a little more playtime because of things we learned about them 
earlier in Genesis. The other sons have relatively little said about them. See Gen 35:22 and ch. 34. Curiously, 
these four boys (minus Levi) are the only ones said to have reference to the LORD in their naming earlier on. 
Reuben: "Because the LORD has looked upon my afflictionāĒóGen 29:32); Simeon: "Because the LORD has 
heard that I am hatedāĒóGen 29:33); "This time I will praise the LORD "  (Gen 29:35); Joseph: "May the 
LORD add to me another son!" (Gen 30:24). 
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Individual Blessings

                                                           
7 Gen 29:32³30:24; 35:18. Dan, Gad, Asher, and Naphtali are out of order a little, perhaps in order to form a 
chiasm: Bilhah (Dan), Zilpah (Gad) ... Zilpah (Asher), Bilhah (Naphtali). 
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8 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 16³50, vol. 2, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 
472. 
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9 Hermon is the home of the Watchers in 1 Enoch, being described as serpentine in appearance in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and other places. 
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10 MáĒĔÉªĒ;ªĆğĉ^Óª×ĒO^ĆÁğ×Ēá¸ĒĔÉÌĉĒĥªĆĉª}ĒĀThee, Joseph, my son, will I liken to a vine planted by fountains of 
water, which sendeth her roots into the depth and striketh the ridges of the rocks, uplifting herself on high 
and surmounting all the treesāĒóGen 49:22 JTE). 
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National Blessings and the Animals of Israel

                                                           
11 I have never been able to escape the idea that there God is also likening himself to the material that idols 
and shĆÌÜªĉĒĦªĆªĒ×^¡ªĒáğĔĒá¸}Ē^ĉĒláĔÉĒĦªĆªĒĔÉªĒĀÉáğĉªĉāĒá¸ĒĔÉªĒÁá¡ĉöĒIn every instance the word appears in 
Genesis, its context is (a) religious (house of) worship (Gen 2:12; 11:3; 28:11, 18, 22; 35:14), a vital place of 
meeting ordained by God (29:2, 3, 8, 10), or a place of covenant witnessing (31:45, 46).  
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The Banners or Standards of Israel (see fig. 1 handout) 

                                                           
12 There is some correspondence between the way the tribes camped and the location of the tribes as they 
took over the land of Canaan. Notice Dan is north and Manasseh is west. (The desert east of the Jordan was 
not really part of Canaan, but the three tribes wanted it. Simeon represents therefore the south, leaving only 
Judah which contains Jerusalem, the city where the temple would be built where you enter from the east). 
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(see fig. 2 handout) 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
13 Cf., A. R. Fausset, ĀOÉªĒLªĥªÓ^ĔÌáÜĒá¸ĒMĔöĒ;áÉÜĒĔÉªĒ,ÌĥÌÜª}ā in Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David 
Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos 
Research Systems, Inc., 1997, 1877), Rev. 4:8; John MacArthur, Revelation 1-11 : The MacArthur New 
Testament Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), Rev. 4:8. 
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14 Also, ĀAnd every one had four faces: the first face was the face of the cherub, and the second face was a 
human face, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagleāĒóEzek 10:14). The only 
difference at all is that this ñ^ĉĉ^ÁªĒÉ^ĉĒĀvÉªĆğlāĒĆ^ĔÉªĆĒĔÉ^ÜĒĀáħ}āĒlğĔĒĔÉÌĉĒÌĉĒÜáĔĒ^ĒlÌÁĒ¡ª^Ó}ĒĉÌÜvªĒvÉªĆğlÌ×Ē
were often portrayed in iconography throughout the ancient world as having oxen bodies. 

Cherubim Iconography 
15 This second Ezekiel passage seemingly lists in a different order. But that passage describes them not as 
opposites (on the right, on the left), but counterclockwise, beginning with the cherub-bull.   
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16 W^ÓĔªĆĒ\^ÜÁªĆ}ĒĀ;ªĦÌĉÉĒWáĆĉÉÌñ}ĒJ^Á^ÜĒMĨ×láÓĉ|Ē\á¡Ì^vĒ?áĉ^ÌvĉĒÌÜĒ!ÜvÌªÜĔĒMĨÜ^ÁáÁğªĉ}āĒBible History 
Daily (Biblical Archaeology Society, 8-24-2014), http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-
cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/, last accessed 5-11-2015. 
17 ĀIndeed, one of the ways to say Ăpagană in rabbinical Hebrew is by the abbreviation ˬˣ˩˰ [ (ovedei kokhavim u-
mazalot, ĂworshipªĆĉĒá¸ĒĉĔ^ĆĉĒ^Ü¡ĒváÜĉĔªÓÓ^ĔÌáÜĉă).āĒ\^ÜÁªĆ}ĒÌlÌ¡ö 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/
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18 Twelve is the number of time: 60 (12 x 5) seconds, 60 (12 x 5) minutes. 24 (12 x 2) hours. Twelve points on 
a clock. Twelve months in a year. Twelve signs of the zodiac that take us through the year in the heavens (also 
ĔĦªÓĥªĒĨª^ĆĉĒÌÜĒ^Ē*ÉÌÜªĉªĒĀEarthly Branch.āĒ@áÜªĒá¸ĒĔÉªĉªĒĦáğÓ¡ĒlªĒñáĉĉÌlÓªĒĦÌĔÉáğĔĒĔÉªĒvÌĆvÓªĒĦÌĔÉĒÉ^ĉĒĖďĮĒ
(12 x 30) degrees. 


