Sons of God

Part V" of 17 of the series:
“The Cosmic War of the Sons of God”

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

(1 John 3:1 KIV)

Like Sands through the Hourglass...

In the middle of this short series, I began our third ser-
mon by having you recall some very important language
said about Christians throughout the N'T. In the Beatitudes
Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God (huioi theou)” (Matt 5:9). In Galatians, Paul
says, ~In Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith”
(Gal 3:26). And a little later, “So you are no longer a slave,
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God” (4:7). I
said that there are many passages in the N'T that talk about
Christians being “children [tekna| of God (Jn 1:12-13;
11:52; Rom 9:8; Php 2:15; Eph 5:1-2; Heb 2:13-14; 1]n
3:1-2, 10; 5:2), sons [huios] of God (Matt 5:9; Luke 20:36;
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Rom 8:14, 19; Gal 3:26; Heb 2:10; 12:5-8; Rev 21:7), or
otherwise in God’s family through new birth (John 3:3-8;
Rom 4:13-17; 2Cor 6:18; 1Pe 1:3-4, 23; 1Jn 5:1, 4, 18) or
adoption (Rom 8:15-17, 23; 9:4; 1Cor 1:9Gal 4:4-7; Eph
1:5; 4;13; 1Jn 2:29; 4:7). But, we were not in a position to
understand what this means until first looking at the parallel
precursor of heavenly sons of God, which the LXX and NT
identify as “angels,” and especially those who sit on the divine
council as God’s sons (cf. Ps 82:1, 6; 89:5-7).

Having gone through the biblical-theological idea of an-
gelic entities, at least some of whom are God’s sons (not by
biological generation, but through him creating them also as
bearers of God’s image), and then having seen that Jesus
Christ is the ultimate unique, only-begotten, beloved Son of
God, I had you picture an hourglass with the top bulb repre-
senting heaven and the heavenly sons of God, Jesus as the nar-
row funnel through which the sands must run their course,
and human sons as the bottom bulb representing earth. To-
day, pretend that the sands of time have run their course, and
now we are going to flip it upside down. It is the flipping of
the hourglass that becomes the climactic last chapter of this
amazing storyline of the sons of God that runs from Genesis
to Revelation. But because you now have the supernatural

© Reformed Baptist Church of Northern Colorado and Pastor Doug Van Dorn =~ 2
All Rights Reserved



understanding of angels and Jesus’ defeat of the fallen elohim
as background, you will finally be able to understand this
worldview and the tremendous implications is has for Chris-
tians in our day. So, then, to paraphrase those immortal words
of Macdonald Carey in the now 60 year old Soap Opera,
“Like sands through the hourglass, these are the days of our
lives” as sons of God.”

Adam: The Son of God in the Divine Council

The place I want to begin is back in Genesis 1-2. Recall
that we learned that God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness” (Gen 1:26). The “us” we saw is God speak-
ing to the divine council of heavenly hosts, the sons of God
of Job 38:7. I haven’t yet really spent much time on the idea
of a divine council, so let’s do that before moving on.

We have seen how there is a host of heavenly beings who
are called a “council of holy ones” (Ps 89:5-7). Daniel 4 calls
the Watchers; the NT calls them rulers or powers. Psalm
82:1, a parallel to Psalm 89, says they are in the “assembly of
El,” which the ESV rightly translates as “divine council.”

So what is the divine council? One dictionary says the
term is “used by ... scholars to refer to the heavenly host, the
pantheon of divine beings who administer the affairs of the
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cosmos.”! Another is very similar. The divine assembly is “a
council or assembly of the gods that met to determine the
fates of the cosmos.”” The phrase used in Psalm 82:1 is nearly
identical to that used among the Canaanites: ba’adath-"el vs.
dt ilm.

I would define the biblical idea a little differently. The di-
vine council is the heavenly assembly of created spirit beings
(gods/angels/watchers) over which Yahweh presides and to
which he has delegated administrative authority over the cos-
mos and the nations. This is similar to other nations ideas in
that multiple elohim preside over our affairs (at least after Ba-
bel). It is dissimilar in that these gods are not equals with Yah-
weh, as a word like “pantheon” might imply, but are instead
created by him. Hence, again, the important groundwork we
laid in the first two sermons.

Biblically speaking, the council is the setting for all Trin-
itarian action, as we learn from places like Daniel 7, Psalm 82,
Jer 23:18, and Zech 1. Returning to Genesis 1:26, of course
the sons of God are not creating anything, for the next verse

! Michael S. Heiser, “Divine Council,” in Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry &
Writings, ed. Tremper Longman III and Peter Enns (Downers Grove, IL; Nottingham, Eng-
land: IVP Academic; Inter-Varsity Press, 2008), 112.

2 E. Theodore Mullen Jr., “Divine Assembly,” in The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary, ed. David
Noel Freedman (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 213.

3 The latter is especially fascinating as it regards even the Holy Spirit. See Douglas Van Dorn,
“Comforting Words: A Sermon on Zech 1:8-17,” RBCNC (June 28, 2015).
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says, ~ So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him...” (Gen 1:27). And yet, the heavenly
sons of God also being image bearers becomes vital for the
reason why we are beginning today in this passage, for as
Luke says, Adam—the man put here, was “... the son of
God” (Luke 3:38). Both are sons of God according to the Bi-
ble. If the setting is one of the divine council, and the heavenly
sons rule from the council, then it should not surprise you to
hear one of Job’s accusers say sarcastically, “Are you the first
man |[Adam| who was born? ... Have you listened in the
council of God?” (Job 15:7-8). The scene of God creating man
in the image of God and his son in a divine council meeting
means that God was giving Adam a seat on the council.*
Adam’s title “son of God” is vital in that it both links
Adam and his posterity together with the heavenly sons of
God and Jesus—the Son of God. With the former, given that
they were created first and us second, this makes them—as
my friend Timothy Alberino I think rightly puts it, our elder
siblings.” This is helpful in that is shows that God the Father-

* Heiser puts it this way, “The questions are obviously rhetorical. By using contrast, they each
anticipate an answer of no. Of course Job was not the first man—Adam was. Job had not listened
in the council of God (Hebrew: sod eloab), but the rhetorical contrast implies that Adam had lis-
tened in the council of God. This would make sense, given that Adam lived in Eden, the meeting
place of the council, and that it had been God’s intent for human beings to be his earthly children
and human members of his council.” Michael S. Heiser, The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Super-
natural Worldview of the Bible, First Edition (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015), 233.

52En 30:11 calls man therefore “a second angel.”
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King has a royal family and that both heavenly and earthly
sons constitute this family. However, we do not want to blur
us as being identical in nature. Humans are clearly a distinct
race of beings—human beings are what Genesis calls ‘adam,
not the proper name but creatures made from the dust of the
earth. Humans are also called ‘ish—"men,” and angels are also
given this moniker and in this way we are both “men,” but
only one are adam-men. Angels simply are not humans, nor
do we have any biblical reason to believe that they ever were.

As to Jesus, all we need do is see how Paul calls him the
“second man” (1Cor 15:47), tying Jesus’ relationship directly
to Adam of the garden (22; cf. Rom 5:12-21). Of course, this
gets straight to the humanity of Jesus, not as much Jesus the Son
of God, but Jesus the Son of Man.

Adam the King

To understand more deeply why Jesus had to become a
human and why he is the Second Adam, we must understand
what it meant that Adam was the son of God. A key here is
found sandwiched in between God saying let us make man in
our image and God then creating man in his own image. It
says, And let them have dominion...” Dominion. The He-
brew is radh. It means to become powerful, to be lord over, to

rule, to plough, and it is related to the Arabic (rada) to tread
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or trample. You get all kinds of Genesis 2-3 ideas here from
gardening to being a king to treading on the serpent’s head.
The Greek is archo, from which we derive archons—princes or
rulers. Archo means to begin or be first or to rule.® The point
is, to quote Anthony Hoekema, “Man’s having been given
dominion over the earth is an essential aspect of the image of
God.”” I would say in the original context, this is the main
aspect. We rule, we tread, we become lords of the earth all
under God’s sovereign Kingship and Jesus becomes the ulti-
mate expression of how this works out. This is precisely what
beings do on the divine council.

Adam the Priest

But there’s more. Continuing on with Adam’s story, God
put Adam in a Garden. He was originally outside of the Gar-
den, and God put him there (Gen 2:8), like a holy vessel is put
into a temple. He gave Adam a command. The command as

stated by the KJV was to “dress/tend and keep it” (15). That

¢ Going Deeper. There is a fascinating play on words going on here with the first verse of the
Bible and Colossians 1:16. “In the beginning God created” is En arché, simply the noun form

of the verb archo. Curiously, it seems likely that Paul is playing off this when he says that Jesus
is the “firstborn” of all creation. As Jerome said, “Most people think that in the Hebrew is
contained ‘In the Son, God made heaven and earth.”” Jerome, Questions in Hebrew, in (Genesis
ii. 507. Quoted in Saint Jerome’s Hebrew Questions on Genesis, trans. C. 'T'. R. Hayward (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1995), 30.

7 Anthony A. Hoekema, Created in God’s Image (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994), 78.
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works well with a garden idea. The ESV reads to “work and
keep it.” That works well with the larger idea of expanding
the Garden. But these two words (work = ‘abad; keep = shamar)
are used together elsewhere in Leviticus of the job God gave
to the priests to “minister” or “serve” and “guard” the taber-
nacle.? In fact, the second word is used of the cherubim in 3:24
where they “guard” the gate of Eden. So we could translate
this command as God telling Adam he must serve and guard
the Garden. Why? Because the Garden of Eden was a temple
and Adam was not just to rule as God’s vice-regent king over
the earth, he was to be his priest over his temple.

Adam the Prophet

But Eden is not just a garden. Ezekiel calls it the holy
“mountain of God” (Ezek 28:16). This is no accident, nor is
it an accident that that same verse says that God destroyed the
guardian cherub and cast him from the midst of the stones of
fire—language the Fathers understood and referencing the
holy angels.” Why are angels here? Because Eden was the

8 Gregory K. Beale, “Eden, The Temple, and the Church’s Mission in the New Creation,”
FETS

48:1 (2005): 9 5-32; Meredith G. Kline, Kingdom Prologue (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2006),
86.

? For example, Gregory the Great (c. 540-604) understood these “stones” to be metaphorical
or allegorical of heavenly beings. He wrote, “He gave the names of nine stones, since there are
nine ranks of angels. The first angel was adorned and covered with these nine since when it was
set ahead of the whole multitude of angels, it was more illustrious in comparison with them.”
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Cosmic Mountain, the place of the divine council, the axis
mundi, the meeting place between heaven and earth. God gave
Adam a seat on the divine council, not only to rule as a king
and to serve as a priest, but to proclaim truth as his prophet.
Jeremiah directly relates standing in God’s divine council to
what it means to be a prophet. “For who among [the false
prophets| has stood in the council of the LORD to see and to
hear his Word? ... If they had stood in my council, they
would have proclaimed my words” (Jer 23, 18, 22). To see
the Word of God is to stand in the council, and that is pre-
cisely what happens as Adam walks with the Word of God—
the Angel of the LORD—throughout the story. Thus,
Adam’s function was to rule over the earth as God’s prophet,
priest, and king. That is his job on the council.

Satan, the Fall, and the Inheritance

This appears, however, to have infuriated the guardian
cherub. And in a tradition that goes back prior to the time of
Jesus (cf. Life of Adam and Eve 14-15; ApocSedr 4:4-5:2; 3
Baruch 4:8); the Jews taught that the great tempter fell right
there in the Garden just prior to Adam, for he had become

Gregory the Great, “Forty Gospel Homilies 34,” cited in Kenneth Stevenson and Michael
Gluerup, Ezekiel, Daniel, ACC OT 13 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008), 95.
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enraged that God would give this piece of mud rule over the
crown jewel of all creation: earth. Why not give him—Luci-
fer—the glorious shining being rule over it? And so in his
pride and jealously, he tempted Eve while Adam stood by ab-
dicating all three of his duties. He did not tread on the head
of the serpent. He did not guard the holy place from its pro-
fanity. He did not prophetically speak truth to the devil and
so cast him away. And our parents fell into sin and were cast
off the holy mountain, away from the divine assembly. So
would that be the end of it? Hardly. The story is only just
getting started.

There is something more about the idea of a “son” that
we need to understand at this point. We saw it previously in
Deut 32:8-9 with the inheritance of the nations given to the
sons of God and to the LORD. Sons inherit things. In fact,
what we discover when we look at other ANE words for sons
is that being an “heir” is its chief meaning. Sonship means, by
definition, the one who receives his father’s inheritance.! But
the thing is, in the ANE, it is virtually always the eldest son who
gets the inheritance. Remember when I said that the heavenly
sons of God can be considered our elder sibling? That was no

10 See Joshua Maurer and Amy Peeler, “Sonship in the Bible,” St. Andrews Encyclopaedia of The-
ology Nov 17, 2022).
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mere piece of trivia. It is vital to the story that is about to un-
fold. This is why you find inheritance and sonship language
in the NT together often. “So you are no longer a slave, but
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God” (Gal 4:7). “In
these last days God has spoken to us by his Son, whom he ap-
pointed the heir of all things” (Heb 1:2; cf. Luke 20:14; Rom
4:13-14; 8:17; etc.).

But, and this is a big but, the Bible and its God reverse who
receives the inheritance. Abel is accepted rather than his older
brother Cain (Gen 4:4-5). Isaac receives the inheritance over
Ishmael (Gen 21:12), Jacob over Esau (Gen 25:23), Joseph re-
ceives the double portion over Reuben (Gen 49:3-4; 1Chr
5:1), Ephraim over Manasseh (Gen 48:17-20), Perez over Ze-
rah (Gen 38:28-30), the nation of Israel over the other nations
that were all there before Israel existed (Ex 4:22; Deut 7:6-8),
the Levites were chosen over older tribes (Num 3:12), Jeph-
thah the son of a prostitute over his brothers (Jdg 11:2), David
over his brothers (1Sam 16:7, 13), Solomon over Adonijah
(1Kgs 1:30), the Prodigal over his older brother (Luke 15:28-
30), the last-hired workers of the parable (Matt 20:1-16), tax
collectors and prostitutes over priests and elders (Matt 21:31),
the foolish, weak, and lowly over the wise, strong, and noble
(1Cor 1:27), and in a human chronological sense, the Second

Adam over the First.
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This is the doctrine of election and it became—along with
Christ alone that we in a sense looked at last week, perhaps the
most important doctrine of the entire Reformation. We sum-
marize it as Grace Alone. Election is the key that prevents peo-
ple from thinking that they are in by their own goodness, by
their physical status, or by some privilege of birth or willing
or running. Understood rightly, it is also the key to having
security in your salvation. God chooses the younger precisely
to make this point. It is by God’s electing love alone that any
of us can be called his sons, otherwise it depends on man’s ef-
fort and works, and that is the opposite of the Gospel—not
matter who says otherwise.

So the idea then is that God did not give the older sibling
rule over the earth, but the younger one; not one of the first
created heavenly sons of God, but the last created—Adam the
son of God. He becomes the heir apparent. He gets to rule the
crown jewel. He gets dominion over the earth and the ani-
mals. Look at the Prodigal’s Son story and you will see that
such choices by God often make the older brother angry.

One more thing happens in the story of the Garden that
we must discuss before moving on. This is the incredible
promise that is given to the woman as part of the curse of the
old serpent Satan. You likely know the verse well, “I will put
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enmity between you and the woman, and between your oft-
spring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel” (Gen 3:15). The heart of this promise is
that she will have a son. It is likely that Eve first believed it
was fulfilled in the birth Cain. She named him Cain meaning
“possess” or “acquire,” saying, I have gotten a man with the
help of the LORD” (4:1). Would he be the one to tread the
head of the serpent? Of course, you know the story and in fact
the rest of the story of the OT is continually the same. Just
when you think the seed has come, he blows it, sins, and fails
in his duty to overcome the devil. Every single one of them,
even those brought directly into covenant with God like
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Levi, or David. Still, the promise was
held out and it is the first Gospel promise of the Bible and it is
tied directly to our story today.

The Story of Seventy
Seventy Heavenly Sons of God

Between Adam and Noah, we have that one instance of
the heavenly sons of God intruding upon our realm. This is
that Genesis 6 story that we say the Rabbis of the second cen-
tury tried to soften because it talks about the sons of God hav-
ing birth with the daughters of Adam and having giants by
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them before the Flood. I believe that this was a failed attempt
to breed out any possibility of there even being a seed of the
woman that could then do battle against these creatures, but
that discussion is for another time.

Instead, we are trying to trace this relationship between
Adam as the ruling priest-king son of God over earth with the
heavenly sons of God. What we find is that the Deuteronomy
32:8 story once more becomes a vital piece to this, and the
first we find after the Flood. Recall that this scene takes place
in the days of the Tower of Babel. Genesis 10 is a very long
chapter detailing the genealogy of Noah and his three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. It gives us a list of names: Seventy
names to be exact.'’ This is why Moses “number” of the sons
of God is remembered by the Jews as being seventy (see Tg.Jon
on Deut 32:8).

In this verse, the story now changes from humanity rul-
ing to humanity being ruled by the heavenly sons of God. I
fact, the nations are called their inheritance. This is a massive
disaster for our race, and one where we to this day still feel
the repercussions. As Paul will tell the Athenians as he alludes
to this verse that God determined the allotted periods and
boundaries of all our dwelling places, that perhaps men should

1 Allen P. Ross, “Studies in the Book of Genesis - Part 2: The Table of Nations in Genesis 10
- its Structure,” BibSac 137:548 (Oct-Dec 1980): 340-50.
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grope their way towards God. But instead, we worshiped the
fallen angels through idols (Acts 17:26-29) and were given
over to the prince of the air darkness (Eph 2:2).

But it is through the number seventy that I want to tell
you the rest of the story. It was very well known that seventy
was tied to the nations and these sons of God. As many
Church Fathers understood, the number relates directly to
the, “Gentiles nations (Cyril of Alexandra), the “many na-
tions of the world” (Bede), “the mystery of enlightening the
world by the Gospel” (Augustine).'

Before them, among the Jews we read Enoch talking
about the “seventy shepherds,” angels that rule the nations
(1En 89:59; 90:25). The Rabbis would later teach that the
seventy bulls sacrificed at the Feast of Tabernacles (Num
29:12-34) was done by Israel’s priests as an intercessory act on
behalf of the heathen Gentiles."” Elsewhere,'* they would say
that the angels ascending and descending on Jacob’s ladder (a
ziggurat like Babel), were the angel-princes assigned to the

12 All cited without reference in Thomas Aquinas, Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels,
Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. John Henry Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John
Henry Parker, 1843), 344.

13 “R. [Elazar] stated: “I'o what do those seventy bullocks correspond? To the seventy na-
tions...”” (b. Sukkah 55b). See Noga Ayali-Darshan, “Sukkot’s Seventy Bulls,” The Torah (Oct
14, 2016); Michael S. Heiser, “Naked Bible 206: The 70 Bulls of the Feast of Tabernacles,” The
Naked Bible Podcast (Mar 13, 2018).

4 Lev. Rab. 29:2; Midrash Ps 78:6; Pesiqta de-Rab kahana 23. See the discussion in Andrei A.
Orlov, The Greatest Mirror: Heavenly Counterparts in the fewish Pseudepigrapha (New York:
SUNY Press, 2017), 99-100.
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nations with the prince of Babylon ascending “seventy rungs
of the ladder” (where the “rungs” would be equal to the
“steps” of a ziggurat), symbolizing the full height of Baby-
lon’s demonic prince climbing the cosmic ladder to usurp
God’s throne (ala Isa 14:12-13)." The Angel Metatron who
is remarkably similar to Jesus in his pre-Christian imagery and
becomes a kind of anti alternative to Jesus in the post-Chris-
tian anti-Jesus thought of the Rabbis has “seventy names, cor-
responding to the seventy nations of the world” (3En 3:1-2).

The essential point here is to see how seventy is inextri-
cably related to this inheritance of the nations with the heav-
enly sons of God. Those seventy would rule over the nations
from a cosmic mountain, a divine council like Olympus,
where they were supposed to dispense justice and right judg-
ments. This is remembered exactly in the Baal Cycle where
El has seventy sons who rule from the cosmic mountain.
Again, going back to Adam, this was precisely what he was
supposed to do on Mt. Eden, surrounded by those “stones of
fire” (Ezek 28:14, 16) and even the “trees of Eden” as Ezekiel
also discusses through a metaphor linking the trees to super-
natural entities that were cast down to hell for their sin (31:9,

15 John Walton, “The Mesopotamian Background of the Tower of Babel Account and Its Im-
plications,” Bulletin for Biblical Research 5 (1995): 155-75.
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16). Adam was given a seat on the divine council and was
commanded to rule down here. His seat was vacated due to
his sin and was—for an age—given to the heavenly sons of
God to now rule over humans, as their “glass” in the hour-
glass was now higher than ours.

Psalm 8: Turning Point

But there would be a turning point to this dark storyline
and we see it like a beacon on a hill in Psalm 8, a truly mind-
blowing Psalm cited in the N'T, when David, looking at the
heavens—the moon and the stars (Ps 8:3)—contemplates,
“What is man that you are mindful of him” (4). He then says,
“Yet you have made him a little lower than the elohim...”
The LXX translates elohim here as angels, and this is cited in
Hebrews 2:6-8. The things about this word “made him” is
that it sounds from the translation as if at creation God made
humans lower than angels. But in fact the word can refer to
an inferior status (“to diminish”). “For a little while” (He-
brews and LXX) very much seems to imply diminishment,
not original creation. Many have taught that God originally
made man equal with the angels, but because of the fall, our
dominion was diminished.'® Because of our increasing sin,

16 Man’s “state of dignity is represented as succeeding a state of humiliation, for the word made
lower does not signify to be created originally in a lower condition, but it signifies to be brought
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this is exactly why God gave these heavenly beings later rule
over us. From the fall of Adam who abdicated his authority
and was kicked off the Eden-mountain to the rebellion of hu-
manity and the fallen angels who sought to usurp God’s
throne at Babel, this is all the tragic sin and ruin that would
wreck the whole world, plunging our race into the darkness
that would be ruled over by the Prince of the world, Satan.
But the amazing part of this story is something we looked
at last week in Deut 32:9 where the LORD takes as his por-
tion the people of Israel. They become his inheritance. Last
week we focused on how Jesus ends up from this one nation
that didn’t even exist at Babel inheriting all the nations of the
world by the N'T. This was exactly predicted in the next part
of Psalm 8, as the sands of the hourglass are not funneled
through Jesus. David sings next, “You have diminished him
lower than the elohim, and crowned him with glory and honor.
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have

put all things under his feet” (Ps 8:5-6).

down from a higher situation to a lower;” Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, N'TC (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1984), 64: “The words you made him a
little lower do indicate that God has brought man from a higher to a lower position. Man shared
immortality with the angels until his fall into sin.” See also 1QS III: 17-22; 2En 30:10-12; Vita
Adam/Eve 14; ApocShed 5:2; Didymus, FrPs; Gregory of Nyssa, On the Making of Man 17,
Chrysostom, Psalm 8; Tatian, Address to the Greeks 15.4. A good recent discussion is Judson
D. Greene, “For a Little While Lower than the Angels” (Ps 8, 6): Humanity’s Temporary In-
feriority in Hebrews 2,7,” ZNW 115.2 (2024): 229-48.
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Do you hear the turn? This is cited in Hebrews 2:6-8 of
Jesus! Not of you and I. But of Jesus, through whom God now
uses to flip the hourglass upsidedown, for as it goes on to say,
Jesus says, “I will tell of your Name to my brothers” (12; Ps
22:22). Jesus is greater than the angels is the argument, pre-
cisely because God originally gave Adam dominion over
earth, not angels. Jesus, as man, has now won back our inher-
itance as the Son of God (1:2). If he is the Son of God as we
become sons of God through faith, then we are Christ’s
brothers. Thus, in Christ, dominion is restored to man, hav-
ing put all things under his feet, a phrase Paul also quotes of
Jesus in Eph 1:22 and 1Cor 15:25-27.

But I really want you to see how it is that through faith
in Christ the hourglass flips. Those NT references will tell
you that God has put all things under his feet “and gave him
as head over all things to the church...” (Eph 1:22) or that the
crowing with glory and honor happened to Jesus through his
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone (Heb 2:9), that he might bring many sons
to glory (10). And that the God of peace might soon crush
Satan under our feet! (Rom 16:20), thus restoring our domin-
ion and treading by calling us sons of God.
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Israel: God’s Son and the Seventy

But we must move slowly to really appreciate this. Let’s
move past Babel to the creation of Israel. Again, the LORD
took Israel to be his inheritance. This inheritance of the nation
puts God into a relationship with Israel that makes Israel “my
firstborn son” (Ex 4:22). That’s covenantal language as well.
Wait, I thought the eternal Son of God was the firstborn son.
How can Israel be the firstborn son? The answer is that Israel
is not taking the place of the Second Person of the Trinity,
but that the Second Person is now adopting Israel to be the
first among the nations that he will inherit. The Son who is the
King of kings is giving Israel a status among humans that al-
lows them to be the Prince of the nations if you will.

R emember, Israel wasn’t even around at the Table of Na-
tions. This makes Israel actually the youngest of all the na-
tions—the chronological “younger sibling.” Here is where
election comes back into play. God will tell the people, “The
Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth. It was not because you were more in number than any
other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you,
for you were the fewest of all peoples, ®but it is because the
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Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deut 7:6-8). In Amos it will
say,  You only have I known [chosen| of all the families...”
(Amos 3:2).

God told Moses to tell Pharoah that Israel was his
firstborn son and that he must therefore let him go. Pharoah’s
heart was hardened and he wouldn’t, so God brought ten
plagues upon Egypt and eventually redeemed his son out of
slavery, a foretaste of our own redemption through the cross.

Now, immediately after the Exodus, something fascinat-
ing happens that we looked at briefly in a previous sermon.
God takes the people to a place called Elim where there are
seventy palm trees and twelve springs of water (Ex 15:27). The
word play here with Elim and elim meaning gods (spelled dif-
ferently in Hebrew) is obvious and made overt by the refer-
ence to the seventy trees (also the elim-gods in vs. 11). Re-
member the trees of Eden and the council? Immediately, they
are led into the wilderness where they are tempted, a theme
that has an exact parallel with Jesus in being tempted in the
wilderness by the devil. Of course, Israel fails as God’s
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firstborn son, just as Adam did. Jesus on the other hand, obeys
as the Beloved Son in whom the Father alone is well-pleased.

But God does not abandon his people. In fact, he quickly
does something extraordinary. In Exodus 24, as the people
are camped at the base of another mountain—Mrt. Sinai,
where angels are attending (Deut 33:2), God tells Moses to
take Aaron and his sons and seventy elders and come up the
mountain to worship (Ex 24:1). Wait, seventy elders (rulers)
along with priests? Yes. That number is deliberate, and the
fact that they are going up the divine mountain where God’s
holy presence is currently residing is not coincidental. It is es-
sential to the story. God is even here beginning to show signs
of reconstituting the heavenly council by putting humans
back on it, and not just one, but seventy! These seventy hu-
mans would be exactly parallel to the seventy heavenly sons
of God, which seems to imply that the angels are going to
themselves be removed from the council. Why? Go back to
Elim and the temptation. Go back to Psalm 82 and how they
ruled so wickedly. The story ends with them beholding God
and eating and drinking (11).

The seventy elders appear again in Numbers in a passage
that now foreshadows Pentecost. Yahweh commands Moses
to bring seventy elders of the people before the tent of meeting
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(Num 11:16). He would come down and talk with them there
and “take some of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them”
(17). You should be able to hear the idea of the Holy Spirit
coming down at Pentecost, which is itself a reversal of Babel!

Over time, and likely through the appointment of Ezra
(7:25; Neh 8-10), following the lead of Moses himself in Deut
1:9-18; 16:19, these seventy elders seem to have morphed
into what we call the Great Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin con-
sisted of seventy members and the High Priest. This Sanhed-
rin, as we learn for example during the trial of Jesus, ruled
from Mount Zion in the “Chamber of Hewn Stone” inside the
temple—mnot a coincidence.

However, it is important to also think about how the San-
hedrin ended up ruling over Jesus at his trial. Mark tells us
that the whole council was seeking testimony against Jesus to
put him to death (Mark 14:55). They heard many false wit-
nesses (56). They cried out that he had committed blasphemy
when he claimed to be Daniel’s son of Man (62) after the high
priest asked him if he was the Son of God (61). And thus they
“condemned him as deserving death” (64), some spitting on
him, other striking him as he left the chamber (65). Clearly,

this group of men could not be heirs and sons in line with the
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elders in Moses” day. They had forsaken their own Messiah.
But it was all predestined.

Christians: Sons of God

It is with this thought that we want to turn our attention,
finally, to Christians as sons of God. I want to begin this in a
rather strange way by having you think about a translation of
the Bible known as the Septuagint (abbreviated as LXX).
What is LXX in English numbers?

The story of putting the Hebrew Bible into Greek is the
stuff of legend and in fact we have a document predating the
NT that tells us about it. The story goes that Ptolemy II Phil-
adelphus commissioned 70 Jewish scholars (rounded from
72)" to translate the Torah. They worked for seventy days.

17 Going Deeper. 72 and 70 are often overlapping or even identical symbolic ideas. Both num-
bers are sacred. Seventy is very clearly a perfect number. It is composed of two other perfect
numbers: seven times ten. Seven is generally regarded as the number of spiritual perfection (i.e.
seven days of creation, seven spirits of God, seven churches of Revelation etc.). Ten is generally
regarded as the number of the perfectlon of divine order (i.e. ten generations from Adam to
Noah, from Noah to Abraham, the ten commandments, ten plagues of Egypt, the tithe which
is a tenth etc. ).” Thus, seventy is an intensification of perfectlon Chevalier (p. 859) says, “70 is
ten times seven—a superlatlve equal to two-fold perfection—and 72 may be divided by nine
numbers Seventy-seven and seven times seven are self-explanatory as well as 700, 7000, 7(),000,
700,000. In short, this is an incidence of all the perfect numbers.”

Seventy-two has been encoded by God as a main facet of almost all mathematical formulations
of space and time. So, for example, with space, the number of degrees in a circle (360) and all
five Platonic Solids: four-sided tetrahedron (720), six-side cube (2160), eight-sided octahedron
(1440), twelve-sided dodecahedron (6480), twenty-sided icosahedron (3600) are divisible by 72.
As for time, the number of hours, minutes, and seconds in a day are all divisible by or factors of
72 (24 hours, 1,440 minutes; 86, 000 seconds) Also, the symbohc yearly calendar and the great
year are related to 72. 72 is 1/5 of a symbolic year (3 60 days). And it takes 72 years for the earth
to travel once degree through its circular course in the Great Year (25,920 years).
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They read their translation aloud which was approved of as a
perfect translation, a miracle that proved its divine inspiration
(Letter of Aristeas 301-07). Most scholars believe the legend
was propaganda to reinforce the importance of having the
Hebrew scripture in the lingua franca of the people, and I'm
fine with that. But what’s so interesting to me is how it is the
number “70” that is so closely associated with the translation.
Why? Because it was the Christians who ended up using this
translation as they went out of Israel to the Greek speaking
world making converts to Jesus through the translation. In
this way, the LXX actually serves as a kind of divinely prov-
idential precursor to flipping the hourglass upside-down.
Moving into the N'T, our story begins to unfold with the
coming of Jesus, who was consecrated exactly seventy weeks
after the angel first announced the birth of John to Eliza-
beth," exactly seventy generations after Enoch (Luke 3:23-

Seventy appears in tons of places in Scripture, especially relating to kings, punishment of
nations (including judgment and forgiveness), and sacred places. Seventy-two does not. On sev-
enty see Jean Chevalier & Alain Gheerbrant, Dictionary of Symbols (Harmondsworth: Penguin,
1996), 859. On seventy-two see T'imothy Scott, “Remarks on the Universal Symbolism of the
Number 72, Eye of the Heart: A Journal of Traditional Wisdom 1 (May 2008): 119-40. Also,
Graham Hancock, Fingerprints of the Gods (New York: Three Rivers Press, 1995), esp. ch. 31:
The Osiris Numbers (pp. 250-60); James M. Scott, Geography in Early Judaism and Christianity:
The Book of Jubilees, SN'TSMS 113 (Cambridge: Cam%ridge University Press, 2002), 53-54;
Tristan Gary Major, “Literary Developments of the Table of Nations and the Tower of Babel
in Anglo-Saxon England,” Dissertation to the University of Toronto (2010), 12-13.

18 “Six months” (180 days; Luke 1:36) after the announcement, Mary is told she will conceive
(nine more months, 270 days), on the eighth day he is circumcised and 33 days later (total: 490
days; Lev 12:3-4), the family is purified.
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38), tulfilling a messianic expectation found in 1En 10:12, and
Daniel’s own seventy week’s of years prophecy of the coming
of Messiah (Dan 9:27).

After the transfiguration, where Jesus is declared on Mt.
Hermon—the mountain of the divine council of El and
Baal—to the God’s beloved son, Jesus comes down the
mountain and sends out seventy disciples (Luke 10:1). "
When the seventy return after their journey into Samaria
they are astonished and tell Jesus that “even the demons are
subject to us in you name” (17). Jesus tells them that he saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven (18), which I take to
have happened there on Mt. Hermon at the transfiguration.
He then says he has given them authority “to tread on ser-
pents...” Remember the Garden and dominion and treading
and the serpent? They will have power over all the power of
the enemy and nothing shall hurt them (19). He is speaking
about supernatural power, for he says, “the spirits are subject
to you” (20). This is dominion over the supernatural realm!

It is also the beginning of the disinheritance of the heavenly sons
of God, predicted in Psalm 82. Because of them, al the founda-
tions of the earth had been shaken. God started to reconstitute

19 Again, some translations have “seventy-two,” but this is an overlapping symbolic number.
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his council with Israel, but Israel sinned in rejecting their Mes-
siah. And so Jesus now begins anew in this final reclamation
project of the age. He is going to reconstitute the council
through his church. And the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it (Matt 16:18), a statement made at the bottom of Mt.
Hermon. These seventy are the beginnings of that church.
From here we can move forward to Pentecost. We've just
seen how there was an echo of Pentecost in the seventy elders
of Israel who receive the Spirit. Moses saw that event himself
and was amazed and proclaimed, “Would that ... the LORD
would put his Spirit” on all the LORD’s people” (Num
11:29). Well, this is precisely what God does at Pentecost.
But Pentecost is a reversal of Babel. There’s a lot to this,
but a handful of examples will show you this. At Babel every-
one settled into one place. At Pentecost they were all in one
place. At Babel, Jewish tradition said that there were great
winds. At Pentecost a mighty wins filled the house. At Babel,
God confused the tongues, making one tongue become many.
At Pentecost, tongues of fire came to rest on each of them and
they all heard Peter in their own tongue. Babel is the anti-Je-
rusalem—the place that Prince of Babylon climbed seventy
rungs of the ladder to usurp God’s throne. Pentecost was on
Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. At Babel, the nations spread out. At

© Reformed Baptist Church of Northern Colorado and Pastor Doug Van Dorn 27
All Rights Reserved



Pentecost, the nations came to Jerusalem. There are many
more examples.”’ The point is that Pentecost as a reversal of
Babel means that the punishment that took place because of
Babel—that the sons of God would now rule over the nations,
is going to be reversed. How? Through Christ’s church—
symbolized in the OT by those seventy elders in Numbers.

The rest of the book of Acts will detail how it is that the
church will go about reclaiming the nations. They strike out
in various directions, reclaiming peoples once bound in dark-
ness with the Gospel. Back to Athens we see that Paul tells
those people that the time of ignorance about God is over.
God now commands everyone everywhere to repent and
turn to Jesus, because God “has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has ap-
pointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31).

This judgment is part of the great act that God gave to
Adam originally as the prophet, priest, and king. It is the ul-
timate act of carrying out dominion. And it is given to Jesus.
Thus, God gives to Jesus “all authority” in heaven and on
earth, for he is now seated above “all rule and authority and
power and dominion” in all the ages (Eph 1:21). Part of Jesus’

20 See Douglas Van Dorn, “Reversing Babel: A Sermon on Acts 2:1-21,” RBCNC (5-12-2024).
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authority is to “give eternal life to all whom [the Father has]
given him” (John 17:2). Part of that authority is that he has
given his church the authority over the evil spirits and heav-
enly rulers of the power of darkness (Luke 10:17-19). His
church is not a corporation; but all those whom Jesus calls
“brothers” through faith, though it does exist in this world as
in local assemblies, not in mere individuals. Part of this au-
thority is that Jesus now tells his disciples to go into all the
world making disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and teaching them to ob-
serve all that he has commanded us (Matt 28:18-20). This
mission has not ended, because symbolically, Spain was the
most remote of those seventy nations, and though we do
think Paul got to Spain, and I think Luke knew this, he does
not record it, making the Great Commission an open ended
mission that continues to reclaim the seventy nations, bring-
ing many sons to glory through Christ.*!

Jesus does this as the Son of God and this is why he makes
Christians to be sons of God. It is authority redistributed, au-
thority once Adam’s, abdicated to the heavenly beings, taken

21T believe this is the often most missed part of Heiser’s Unseen Realm story. For more, see
Michael S. Heiser, The Unseen Realm: Discovering the Supernatural World of the Bible, Expanded
Edition (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2025), 367-368 (including the new material in Spain).
Also, Roger Aus, “Paul’s Travel Plans to Spain and the ‘Full Number of the Gentiles’ of Rom
X1 25,” Novum Testamentum 21:3 (July, 1979): 232-262.
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back through Christ’s obedience to the covenant of works,
and granted to his brothers and sisters who have faith in him.
Jesus is reconstituting the divine council with Christians
through his church.

Do you think it a coincidence that Peter cited Joel and
told them at Pentecost that God would pour out his Spirit on
all flesh, that the sun and the moon would be darkened before the
day of the Lord comes ... and it shall come to pass that eve-
ryone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved?
(Acts 2:17-21; 32; Joel 2:29-32)? He is talking about heav-
enly beings, not balls of dirt and gas in the sky.

Do you think it an accident that Daniel ends by saying,
“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky
above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the
stars forever and ever” (Dan 12:3)? God has given extraordi-
nary blessings to his people, indeed even calling us sons of
God. And we have no idea the power of this, because we’ve
lost the story. Listen again to the connection between having
the Spirit and being sons of God. “For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God” (Rom 8:14). That passage goes
on that the whole of creation waits with eager longing for the
sons of God to be revealed (19). Indeed, the entire creation—
not just Adam—was subjected to the bondage of corruption
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only to one be set free to obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God (21). It has been longing, groaning to-
gether in the pains of childbirth until now, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we

eagerly await our adoption as sons—the redemption of our

bodies (23).

It is such a glorious scripture that we are only now able to
fully appreciate. For being a son of God is why you may have
the Spirit of God. And if you have the Spirit of God, then you
have all power Jesus has over the spiritual realms of darkness.
Having the Spirit is a spiritual condition. Fallen angels lost it.
Adam abdicated it. But Jesus rewon it for humanity, even as
he came from heaven and was the God of the OT as the Angel
of the LORD, thus bringing the two realms together in one
Person through his perfect obedience to his Father will.

He has given you, Christian, a seat on this council so that
you might now carry out dominion on earth, but also in the
age to come. Do you not know that you will judge angels™
(1Cor 6:3), Paul asks rhetorically. That’s the hourglass turned
fully upside-down.

But you, like Israel, are the younger brother. “God pre-
destined us for adoption through Jesus Christ” (Eph 1:5), not

because we deserve the blessing, but precisely because it all
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works backwards from the world in God’s kingdom. Paul’s
entire point in Romans 9-11 is that Israel was given these
blessings as your older brother, even though in comparison to
the nations, Israel was the youngest. So now you are to think
on your election and how such grace only comes by God’s
goodwill in Christ, and not your merit.

In these ways, our dominion today is not what many
think. It is a backwards dominion to that of the tyranny and
despotism of the city of man. For it is the dominion of Jesus
and his kingdom that will one day—but not yet—overlap the
nations. It is a dominion of peace-makers, for they shall be
called sons of God (Matt 5:9). Not false peace, “Peace, peace,
they say when there is no peace” (Jer 6:14), but of true
peace—peace that comes knowing this story and the Prince
of Peace who alone makes us sons of God.

It is a dominion of suffering like and for Jesus. Jesus’ king-
dom actually wages war and does not bring peace in worldly
terms. Thus, we suffer for Christ at the hands of an enemy
that wants people to continue in captivity to the devil. Thus,
Romans says we are “heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him” (Rom 8:17). Hebrews says Jesus leads
meany sons to glory through suffering (Heb 2:10). The Father
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treats us as sons through scourges (Heb 12:7), discipline, the
discipline of mind and body, for fathers care about their sons
that they reflect his image and not their own. The world hates
you because you are children of God and they do not under-
stand the Son whom God sent into the world (1Jn 3:1-2).

As sons with the Spirit, we are shown to be like God him-
self. This is why we have the fruit of the Spirit. You want to
know how to act in this world and why being God’s son or
daughter matters? Acts in the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control and you will understand with an understand-
ing that the world knows nothing about.

All this is difficult, because we are still in the midst of a
raging battle. But you must remember, as we began this entire
series saying, our battle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, authorities, comic powers over this present
darkness, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places
(Eph 6:12).

You cannot fight this battle in your flesh. Yet God gives
you weapons to fight it. Those weapons are not the weapons

of the world, but of the Kingdom of God (6:13-18). We equip

ourselves like soldiers. But listen to what we equip ourselves
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with. Amazingly, they are not extraordinary things, but com-
mon things. They do not need some kind of secret supernatu-
ral insight, but wisdom. They are not magical in nature, but
simple ordinary means of grace, yours through faith and dis-
cipleship.

The belt of truth (Eph 6:14). Truth? “What is truth?” Pi-
late said to Jesus (John 18:38). The world increasingly has no
idea. It is simple obvious common sense things. Men are not
women. Fetuses are humans. Lawbreaking is sin. It’s amazing
these even need to be said, but that’s how far a culture falls
when it does not understand the Gospel. If you stand in front
of a speeding truck, you will get run over. Laws of nature are
fixed truths and no amount of denying them will make it not
5O.

But truth is all the more objective in the spiritual realm.
Moral law is truth and God gives us to us so that we might
know how his universe works and not work against him. Je-
sus is the Truth, he essentially told Pilate. No man comes to
the Father but by him (Jn 14:6), because he is the center of the
hourglass through which all the sands must pass. The Gospel
is the power of God for the salvation of all people (Rom
1:16), for this is how God shames the wise and saves the fool-
ish (1Cor 1:27), so that it might be by grace alone. Truth is
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something we all have hard-wired into us, but we pervert it
in unrighteousness. As sons and heirs with God, we love
truth, even if it hurts for a time to hear it.

Our breastplate is righteousness. Truth turns into right-
eousness when applied. That is, instead of acting immorally,
we act righteously. In this, we become like God through his
Spirit who has declared us holy in the gospel. As a breastplate,
it is righteousness that protects our heart from the fiery darts
of the devil. For who can say anything against those who have
broken no laws and committed no sins against others. It is ex-
tremely important how you behave. Few have even begun to
think about those implications.

Our shoes are being ready with the Gospel. Do you know
how you are saved? Do you understand it is by faith alone?
Do you know that this faith is in Christ alone? Do you realize
it is not just head-knowledge but love of God and his Son that
saves? Are you able and ready to tell others of this only news
that can take them out of the kingdom of darkness and put
them into the kingdom of light? This isn’t brain surgery, but
it does take preparation to know what you believe and why
you believe it. Soldiers are no good if they have no shoes and
cannot actually go into battle to wage their war.
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Faith protects us like a shield. What is faith? It is knowledge
of the basic facts of the gospel. It is assent with your head that
what God says about Jesus and his dying for you is true. It is
delight that this knowledge is for you and that God makes you
one of his sons through faith.

Salvation itself becomes your helmet, that which protects
your head. Recently I saw an Orthodox priest answer if he

was saved. He didn’t know. How many people fret and

worry about their salvation, because they fear God’s retribu-
tion or losing their salvation? How can salvation be a helmet
if you can’t actually ever put it on because you can’t know?
Salvation is given to you so that you might have hope, not
fear, faith not doubt. Looking to Christ alone is how you put
on that helmet.

Finally, we fight with the Spirit of God himself. He is our
sword, even as God’s word is a sword. We pray at all times in
the Spirit, meaning that we hear God’s will in his word and
we pray to God through his Spirit that he would align our
wills to His. These are simple means of grace and all they take
is you believing the truth and being ready, willing, and able
to stand up for it.

In these ways the council is reconstituted—not with an-
gels, but with Christians who shine like the stars. For five
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week’s we've been trying to understand this cosmic war of
the sons of God. You must know who God is in order to
rightly think about the invisible powers that wage it against
you. You must know what the Son of God has done in light
of those evil sons of God and what they did. You must see
that Jesus has given to all believers the rights of sons of God.
And in giving us this right, he makes us heirs. Heirs of the
promises which are all yes and amen in Christ.

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God” (1Jn 3:1
KJV). And that is why Paul can conclude Romans 8, after
talking about being sons and brother’s of Christ the Firstborn
and God’s electing love, that therefore, “In all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:37-
39),
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Appendix:
Ancient Testimony that Psalm 8:5 Refers to the Fall, not Creation

Dead Sea Scrolls and Pseudepigrapha

17 He created man to rule 18 the world and placed within him two spirits so that he would
walk with them until the moment of his visitation: they are the spirits 19 of truth and of de-
ceit. From the spring of light stem the generations of truth, and from the source of dark-
ness the generations of deceit. 20 And in the hand of the Prince of Lights is dominion over all the
sons of justice; they walk on paths of light. And in the hand of the Angel of 21 Darkness is total
dominion over the sons of deceit; they walk on paths of darkness. From the Angel of Darkness
stems the corruption of 22 all the sons of justice, and all their sins, their iniquities, their
guilts and their offensive deeds are under his dominion.

1QS I1I: 17-22

Comment: God made man to rule, but something happened causing the Prince of Lights
to have dominion over the sons of justice and the Angel of Darkness to have dominion
over the sons of deceit. This fits the idea that Ps 8:5 speaks about diminishment being sin-
related, not creation related.

11 proclaimed, and I reflected on his wonders. And that shall be for me teaching. Justice
2 [...] my mouth, and to the simple, and they shall understand, and to those without
heart, in order that they know Blank YAWH. How power[ful ...] 3 wonders! Blank He
made the heavens and the earth with an adjuration (?), with a word from his mouth [...]
4 and channels; he enclosed «their streams» (?), pools and every whirlpool, and he ... [...]
5 the night, the stars and the constellations; and he caused ... to shine (?) ... [...] 6 tree and every
frufit of the vineya|rd and all the produce of the field. And according to his words ...
[...] 7 [his] wlife.] And by his spirit he appointed them to rule over all of these on the earth and
overall [...] 8 [mo]nth by [mo]nth, feast by feast, day by day, to eat its fruit, the produce
[of ...] 9[...] -.. and the birds and all that is theirs, to eat the best of everything. And also
[...] 10 [... the creep]ing things among them; and all his hosts will fill [the eafrth [...[11]...]

and to serve man and to wait on himand [...] 12[...] ... [...]

4Q381 Frag. 1
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Comment: The Scroll reflects upon Psalm 8. It concludes that God did create man to
rule over all things on the earth, even causing man to shine as a reflection of the heav-
enly bodies/beings. But that at some point the hosts (of heaven) will serve man. This ne-
cessitates a shared dominion at creation and therefore our lowered state must have been
sometimes later, perhaps at the fall.

YFrom invisible and visible substances I created man. From both his natures come both
death and life. And (as my) image he knows the word like (no) other creature. But even at his
greatest he is small, and again at his smallest he is great.

" And on the earth I assigned him to be a second angel, honored and great and glorious. '> And I

assigned him to be a king, to reign |on| the earth, [and| to have my wisdom. And there was

nothing comparable to him on the earth, even among my creatures that exist.
2 Enoch 30:10-12

And Michael went out and called all the angels, saying, “Worship the image of the
LORD God, as the LORD God has instructed.” > And Michael himself worshiped first,
and called me and said, “Worship the image of God, Yahweh.” > And I answered, ‘I do
not worship Adam.” And when Michael kept forcing me to worship, I said to him,
“Why do you compel me? I will not worship one inferior and subsequent to me. I am
prior to him in creation; before he was made, I was already made. He ought to worship

’

me.
Life of Adam and Eve 14

You commanded your angels to worship Adam, but he who was first among the angels
disobeyed your order and did not worship him; and so you banished him, because he
transgressed your commandment and did not come forth (to worship) the creation of
your hands.

Apocalypse of Sedrach 5.2

Comment: (2En) God made man to be a second angel with the angels, having dominion
down here. Thus, we were equal. (Adam/Eve; Sedr) God created man so high that an-
gels were told to bow to him. All three imply that Ps 8:5 is not about God creating man
lower than the angels.
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Church Fathers

For although being equal in honor and power to the immortal rational beings [i. e., an-
gels], man was diminished compared with these in the foreknowledge of God.”
Didymus the Blind, Psalin Fragment

2. Now the resurrection promises us nothing else than the restoration of the fallen to their
ancient state; for the grace we look for is a certain return to the first life, bringing back
again to Paradise him who was cast out from it. If then the life of those restored is closely
related to that of the angels, it is clear that the life before the transgression was a kind of
angelic life, and hence also our return to the ancient condition of our life is compared to
the angels. Yet while, as has been said, there is no marriage among them, the armies of
the angels are in countless myriads; for so Daniel declared in his visions: so, in the same
way, if there had not come upon us as the result of sin a change for the worse, and removal
from equality with the angels, neither should we have needed marriage that we might
multiply; but whatever the mode of increase in the angelic nature is (unspeakable and
inconceivable by human conjectures, except that it assuredly exists), it would have oper-
ated also in the case of men, who were “made a little lower than the angels”,” to increase
mankind to the measure determined by its Maker ...

4. ... He saw beforehand by His all-seeing power the failure of their will to keep a direct
course to what is good, and its consequent declension from the angelic life, in order that
the multitude of human souls might not be cut short by its fall from that mode by which
the angels were increased and multiplied,—for this reason, I say, He formed for our na-
ture that contrivance for increase which befits those who had fallen into sin, implanting
in mankind, instead of the angelic majesty of nature, that animal and irrational mode by
which they now succeed one another.

Gregory of Nyssa, On the Making of Man 17.2, 4

What is man that you are mindful of him, or the son of man that you visit him?” (Ps 8:4).
“You diminished him a little compared to angels.” ... Here he recalls the condemnation
and the ancient sin, bringing death into focus. But this too the Only-Begotten came and
abolished. “With glory and honor you crowned him” (Ps 8:5). ... He speaks of the orig-
inal state entrusted to man at his creation, and also of the good things he enjoyed after the
coming of Christ ... For he says, “You diminished him a little compared to angels” (Ps
8:5), that is, you condemned him to death for sinning. Yet, although you condemned him
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to death, you did not strip him of the gift. Therefore, having said this, he then adds,
showing the unspeakable philanthropy of God, that even though he was diminished due
to his own transgression, God allowed him to be crowned with the honor of glory, and
did not revoke his authority. If He took away a little, this too was part of His care. For
before disobedience, he ruled over the beasts; but after disobedience, a little of this au-
thority was curtailed. For he still rules them now through certain skills, but with fear and
trembling.

Chrysostom, Psalm 8, (PG 55:117, §C’; §')

But men, after the loss of immortality, have conquered death by submitting to death in
faith; and by repentance a call has been given to them, according to the word which
says, “Since they were made a little lower than the angels.” And, for every one who has
been conquered, it is possible again to conquer, if he rejects the condition which brings
death. And what that is, may be easily seen by men who long for immortality.

Tatian, Address to the Greeks 15.4
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